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the Sultan, against Prince George, and at last the chief of the
Provisional Government that rose against KinjLj Constantine,
and eight times constitutional Prime Minister of Greece; twice
a prescript 'on his keeping1 in the Cretan mountains, to
become, five years after his second proscription, (lie /kits ex
machina who rescued Greece from inellectual confusion;
organiser of the unexpected victories of iyi2 and 1913, and
founder of the brief and unsubstantial edifice of an Ionian
Empire; by turns the champion of Creek Liberal democracy,
and the dictator who, for the good of Greece and the principles
of Liberalism, spurred her unwilling people into the ( Jreat War;
the deadly enemy of the Turk who became the architect of the
Greco-Turkish understanding; the arbiter, :is it seemed, of the
destinies of the Near Kust at Versailles, and within the year an
exile ostracised by the fickle multitude; defeated by ill health
and demagogic hostility, in i<p4 to return like Odysseus and
overthrow the rival suitors of the Republican Penelope; and
finally the rebel again, back in Crete, attacking the (5 reek
Constitution which he had moulded could Themislocles or
Alcibiades themselves boast of a more varied political career?
"There were occasions when the accuracy <>f his prevision
was amazing, when political instinct and reason inspired him to
interpret the emotions and desires of the (Jivek people with
perfect accuracy; when the Cretan, indeed, represented ( Jreece.
But his judgment was not always infallible, and at times he
lacked patience and moderation. lie was a democrat, but the
autocrat was never far below the skin. I le was a sturdy Con-
stitutionalist eleven months of the year, but during the twelfth
he would be toying with schemes for a dictatorship. These con-
flicting traits were continually pulling at him and his policy,
To his credit, when he was the chosen leader of (Jreecc it was
generally the democrat and the Constitutionalist \vho won in
the inner conflict; but when at last the democrat gave in- when,
only a year ago, he threw in his lot with the dissatisfied naval
and military officers, and attempted to direct from Crete the
violent overthrow of the Constitution he himself had moulded
in Athens — then his disaster was complete. Ft \vas his greatest
error. The old man of seventy tried to recapture the wild dreams
of the youth of seventeen. The revolt was quickly suppressed.
Venizelos fled from Crete, never to sec it or Greece again.
"Exile was a sad ending to so great a career. During the year
which has passed since his revolt and downfall, passions have
cooled in Greece; the restoration of the monarchy has given the
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